
Page 2, Thursday, February 18,1999 News for Southern Colorado County, Texas — The Eagle Lake Headlight 

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION 

THE EAGLE LAKE HEADLIGHT 
Produced By: 

Carol Nelson • Lynda Appelt 
Jeannine Fearing 

Shirley Luedecke • Katherine Smith 

T»\ (USPS 163-760) 
I r^L P.O. Box 67 —220 East Main 

(409) 234-5521 
CITY OF EAGLE LAKE, 

TEXAS 77434-0067 
Published Weekly 

The Eagle Lake Headlighl reserves the right to reject, edit, or Every Thursday 
omit any ad for any reason to conlorm to the paper policy. 

ADVERTISING AND NEWS DEADLINE: 5 P.M. MONDA Y 

Subscription Rates 
Colorado County (including Lissie and Egypt) $12.00 
Fayette, Lavaca, Wharton, Austin counties $13.50 
Other Texas Residents $15.00 
Outside of Texas $16.50 

Single Copy Price: 35-Cents 
Second class postage paid 

at Eagle Lake, Texas 

Address Corrections 
should be sent to P.O. Box 67, 
Eagle Lake, Texas 77434-0067 

fr 

%z 

To THE EDITOR & You 1 'Social promotions' may end in Texas schools 
Teachers to hold rally 

Dear Editor, 
Texas school children may soon 

be asking, "Where is my teacher?" or 
"Who will be my teacher?" 

Education in Texas is facing the 
worse crisis in the history of the state. 
Teachers are leaving the classroom to 
pursue careers in which they are paid 
salaries that will enable them to sup- 
port their families, as well as receive 
insurance benefits. College students, 
who would truly love to teach, cannot 
afford to pursue a teaching degree 
knowing they will not be able to pro- 
vide for their families. 

Texas ranks 35th in the nation in 
teacher's salaries and Texas ranks 
50th in the nation in its contribution 
(6%) to the teacher's retirement fund. 
Although the state pours huge 
amounts of money in the ERS retire- 
ment fund (raising it again in the last 
legislative session), it ignores the 
TRS, which has not been improved in 
22 years! Also, teachers are not pro- 

Bible Verse 
of the Week 
"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 

and a light unto my path." 
— Psalms 119:105 

Submitted by Neddy Phillips 

vided with any insurance benefits 
unless their local district picks up the 
tab. 

On March 1, Texas teachers are 
having a legislative rally in Austin. 
Teachers, your superintendents re- 
ceived letters in Jan. of 1998 request- 
ing that this day be set aside on your 
1998-99 school calendar toenable you 
to attend this rally. Hopefully they did 
this. 

If you are not being given this day 
like many schools are, please take a 
personal day and be in Austin to help 
your fellow educators make Texas 
legislators aware of the crisis school 
children and teachers are facing. 
Contact your legislators and set up a 
meeting with them March 1 to discuss 
these vital issues. Impress upon your 
legislators that the state must FULLY 
FUND any increases and not keep 
putting the Financial burden on the 
back ofthe local school districts. 

Let's have a great rally on March 1 
at 10 a.m. on the South steps of the 
capitol. See you there! If you need 
more information about this rally e- 
mail http://www.lcc.net/~penpals/ or 
call 254-968-3662. 

Sincerely, 
Becky Copeland (first 
grade teachers for 25 years) 
945 Mockingbird 
Stephen ville, Texas 76401 

BOARD CERTIFIED - CRIMINAL LAW 
BOARD CERTIFIED - PERSONAL INJURY 

TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION 

KEN SPARKS 
ATTORNEY 

211N. CENTER, WEIMAR, TX 78962 

409-725-6024 

EAGLE LAKE/REHABILITATION SERVICES 
Physical Therapy • Health & Fitness • Home Health 

The Patient's First Choice in Rehabilitation Care 
ALL PHYSICIAN REFERRALS WELCOME ■ WE FILE INSURANCE 

'A Complete Family Wellness Center" 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

TREADMILLS • BIKES • STAIRCLIMBERS 
SELECTIVE RESISTIVE EQUIPMENT 

Patients Choosing Eagle Lake Rehabilitation 
For Their Physical Therapy Needs Receive A 

Complimentary Health & Fitness Membership! 
Open Monday-Thursday: 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Friday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

409-234-7388 
Please Call For More 

Information 
720 S. McCarty • Eagle Lake 

Pharmacy & Your Health 

EAGLE LAKE DRUGSTORE 
Steve K. Balas, RPh 

702 South McCarty • Eagle Lake • 234-2502 
•Patient Counseling • We Accept Master Card, VISA, Discover & 

American Express -Insurance Plans: Blue Cross, NPA, PCS, Pro- 
Serve, Sanus, PAID, Texas Medicaid 

24 Hour Emergency Phone: 234-3834 

Alzheimer's Disease: Newer Antipsyehotic 
Medicines May Help 

Studios presented at a reeent meeting ol the \111er1eai! l'i>llejre i»l 
NeurppswhopharmaeoliiiiN in IVeeniberinav he good now -.tin \tennisol 
Alzheimer's disease and their lam dies Die studies itnohed two popular 
antipsyeholio medicines called qtu'tuipnu iSvnv.|iioli and nspcridonc 
iRisperidal). Scientists evaluate the effect ol these medicines on hostile 
behasiors sometimes associated with Alzheimer's 

In one studs involving oser 3*Hi elderl\ person-- who were institution 
ali/ed \\ ith Al/heimer's disease, those w ho received rispendone for a I - - 
week period improved in both psychotic and aggressive behaviors Re 
searchers were pleased with the low level ol side effects In the sttidv 
involving queliapine. about 40 individuals w ith Alzheimer's and hostility 
prior to the study showed significant improvement during .1 12-month 
evaluation. 

Mental health experts suggest that persons taking antipsyehotic medi- 
cines on a long-term basis be evaluated for involuntary movements ot the 
body and uncontrolled grimacing ofthe face. In addition, such medicines 
should be used with caution in persons with a history of seizures. 

Gov. George W. Bush's initiative 
to end social promotions in Texas 
public schools was unanimously ap- 
proved by the Senate Education 
Committee last week. 

The initiative, Senate Bill 1, would 
require third- through eight-grade stu- 
dents to pass the Texas Assessment of 
Academic Skills (TAAS), a reading, 
writing and math test. 

High school students' scores on 
the exit exam required for graduation 
no longer would be waived to keep 
them with their peers, but the legisla- 
tion includes funding for remedial 
programs to keep students from fall- 
ing behind. 

Teel Bivins, R-Amarillo, chair- 
man ofthe Senate Education Commit- 
tee, said he was pleased the bill drew 
the committee's unanimous-approval. 

"1 think it's become pretty clear 
that this bill is targeting educationally 
disadvantaged kids who have histori- 
cally fallen through the cracks," he 
said. 

Among provisions in the bill co- 
authored by Sen. Royce West, D- 
Dallas, are these: 

•Third-graders, beginning in 
2003, must pass the reading portion of 
TAAS to be promoted; 

•Fifth-graders, beginning in 2005, 
must pass TAAS reading and math; 
and 

•Eighth-graders, beginning in 
2008, must pass TAAS reading, writ- 
ing and math in order to advance. 

Money to pay for Senate Bill 1 is 
included in a $125 million emergency 
appropriations bill that also would 
fund child abuse prevention pro- 
grams, boll weevil eradication and 
prison beds. 

AG Seeks Child Support Funding 
Attorney General John Cornyn 

last week asked the Senate Finance 
Committee for money to bolster his 
child support collection mission. 

In making his request, Cornyn told 
the budget-writing senators seven out 
of every eight calls to the Attorney 
General's Child Support Customer 
hot-line are not answered. 

Cornyn said he needs $39 million 
to build four regional call centers that; 
would employ 114 workers and ?Q" 
upgrade computers that can speed the 
processing of child support checks. 

Bush 'Idea' (Jains Momentum 
A coast-to-coast, 57-member con- 

gressional delegation last week called 
Gov. Bush "the perfect person to lead 
all Americans into the future," accord- 
ing to a copyright story by the Austin 
American-Statesman. 

State Capitol 
Highlights 

By Ed Sterling 
Texas Press Association 

Meanwhile, a Texas Poll released 
last week shows that 81% of Texans 
rated the governor's job performance 
as excellent or good. 

Sixty-four percent of respondents 
wanted Bush to run for president. Of 
that 64%, 79% identified themselves 
as Republicans and 50% said they 
were Democrats. 

Bush said, however, that a deci- 
sion to run for president "is not one 
that can be found in a poll. It's really 
got to be found in my heart," he told 
the Austin American-Statesman. 

Other Highlights 
•Rep. Rob Junell, D-San Angelo, 

and Sen. Bill Radiff, R-Mount Pleas- 
ant, have proposed a revision of the 
Texas Constitution that would put 
most state agencies under control of 
the governor's office and give the 
governor power to appoint the heads 
of those agencies. 

•State agencies have asked the 
Legislative Budget Board for a com- 
binedtotal of nearly $92 billion in new 
appropriations. That amount is over 
and above the $9 billion projected to 
maintain current obligations for the 
1999-2000 biennium. 

•Rep. Harryette Ehrhardt, D-Dal- 
las, has filed legislation to provide 
every Texas public school employee 
and their dependents with health in- 
surance. The measure would cost the 

state $2.3 billion a year but would save 
school districts money that could be 
used for classrooms or to cut property 
taxes, she said. 

•This legislative session, if law- 
makers fail to pass a law banning open 
alcoholic beverage containers in cars, 
$40 million ofthe state's federal high- 
way money will go toward safety 
awareness programs instead of high- 
way improvement projects. Rep. Fred 
Hill, R-Dallas, and Sen. Jane Nelson, 
R-Flower Mound, have filed the nec- 
essary bills. 

•For the first time in the 1990s, 
AIDS does not appear on the list of 
leading causes of death in Texas, ac- 
cording to a report by the Bureau of 
Vital Statistics. Heart disease, cancer 
and stroke still rank as the top causes 
of death in the Lone Star State. Deaths 
from liver disease andcirrhosis are up. 

fr 
Let's Look Back. 

24 & 48 YEARS AGO 
^ 

=^v 

J 
Oct. 2, 1973 

C.E McTear and Johnny Praz- 
ak repeated as winners in the Head- 
light's football contest and lead in the 
contention for the $50 prize, to be 
awarded to the persons with the most 
weekly wins at the end of the 10-week 
series... 

Ballots in the Eagle Lake 
Firemen's Queen contest were tabu- 
lated this week and Miss Rhonda 
Kochwelp was named the Firemen's 
Queen for 1973-74; Miss Teresa 
Spanihel was named alternate to the 
position... 

Colorado County Commission- 
er's Court, upon the recommendation 
of the Colorado Cou nty Medical Soci- 
ety, appointed Dr. Raymond R. Tho- 
mas of Eagle Lake as the new County 
Health Officer... 

Tonda Shontelle' Bunge, daugh- 
ter of Mr. & Mrs. Oscar L. Bunge of 
Garwood, received the sacrament of 
Baptism at 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 23, at 
St. Phillip's Catholic Church in El 
Campo... 

Virgil Yanta, grandson of Mrs. 
Charles Kallina of Garwood, was 
awarded a $750 scholarship from the 
Clark Foundation by the Texas Inter- 
scholastic League Foundation. He is 
the son of Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Yanta 
of Runge... 

Army First Lt. Janice Aull, whose 
parents, Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Aull, 
reside in Eagle Lake, has been as- 

signed as a nurse at the Army's 
Fitzsimon's General Hospital, Den- 
ver, Colorado... 

On Sept. 19 at Houston Clinical 
Center, Miss Margaret Christal, 
eldest daughter of Mrs. Joyce Chris- 
tal of Eagle Lake, received her nurs- 
ing cap at an impressive ceremony 
honoring the Prairie View A&M Uni- 
versity School of Nursing... 

A tragic two-car accident took the 
life of John McCreless Jr., a resident 
of this city for the past several months, 
on the outskirts of San Antonio around 
7 p.m. Sunday night. John, who had 
been a resident here with the Harvey 
Pustejovsky family, was visiting his 
parents in San Antonio and was en- 
route back to Eagle Lake... 

Bud Seaholm of Eagle Lake 
lacked only one point in the finals of 
the bareback riding competition Sat- 
urday night at the San Jacinto County 
Fair and Rodeo, to capture the 1973 
championship crown. He is the son of 
Mr. & Mrs. Gardner Seaholm... 

Mr. & Mrs. Everett Anderson 
are proud to announce the arrival of a 
daughter at Wharton's Caney Valley 
Hospital Sunday, Sept. 30, at 8 p.m. 

Feb. 8,1951 
Included in those reporting for 

physical examinations for the Draft 
Board are Draper Stephens, James 
Thornton, Isidro Contreras, Lalo 
Gonzales and Joe Smith... 
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*.   Get 

2.9°/c 
GMAC Financing 

for 60 months on 

AM 1999 S-10 Pickups! 
We've Got Deals Like This One... 

More! 
Stock 31448 S P $13,706.00 + JT&L with $1,500 down, cash or trade; 60 months at 2 9% APR 

LAKE MOTORS, INC. 
323 S. McCarty Eagle Lake 409-234-5556 

Mrs. E.W. Hanley, who was in- 
jured in a most serious accident after 
falling on the ice in the backyard of her 
home, is still unconscious in Laughlin 
Hospital a week later. X-rays showed 
that her right shoulder is cracked. 
However, there are some signs that 
she has feeling in her right leg... 

M.L. Anderson has received the 
bull he bought from the famous Wyo- 
ming Hereford Ranch... 

Added to the broken bones list are 
Fred Addicks, who cracked a bone in 
his right leg, and Sam Miller, who 
broke his hip in falls on the ice... 

Hardest hit so far as individual 
property loss were the cattlemen in- 
cluding I.V. Duncan, Pete Gertson, 
C.E. Evoritt Sr. who lost calves, 
cows and bulls in the stormy wea- 
ther... 

Receiving congratulations on his 
90th birthday was John Minarcik Sr. 
who was honored by his son and wife, 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Minarcik, Sunday... 

Participating in the Houston Fat 
Stock Show were John Mahalitc Jr. 
with three steers and Lester Her- 
man's hogs. However, the boys are 
not yet "in the money" as their animals 
did not place this year... 

(See 24 & 48, Page 3) 

World Day 
of Prayer 
is March 5 

Christians in over 170 countries 
around the world will gather Friday, 
March 5, in observance of the 1999 
World Day of Prayer Service. 

In Eagle Lake, the service will be 
sponsored by United Methodist 
Women at United Methodist Church 
at 9:30 a.m. 

Begun in 1887 by Presbyterian 
laywoman Mary Ellen James, World 
Day of Prayer brings together women 
of various races, cultures and Chris- 
tian traditions in informed prayer and 
prayerful action. Since 1941, World 
Day of Prayer has been sponsored in 
the United States by Church Women 
United, a grassroots ecumenical 
movement of Protestant, Roman 
Catholic, Orthodox and other Chris- 
tian women. 

This year's service, written by 
Christian women of Venezuela, fo- 
cuses on the theme, "God's Tender 
Touch", and celebrates the gift of 
God's love. The writers ofthe service 
give thanks for the abundance of natu- 
ral resources in their native country, 
while challenging the global commu- 
nity to become more aware of the 
needs that still exist among 
Venezuela's poor. On World Day of 
Prayer, we are invited by Venezuelan 
Chrisdans to pray for a radical trans- 
formation of society that will reflect 
more fully God's redemptive grace, 
compassion and shalom. 

Offerings received on World Day 
of Prayer support Church Women 
United's ecumenical ministries to- 
ward justice and peace for all persons. 
Ten percent of the total offerings re- 
ceived will be designated toward 
women's projects, both in the United 
States and in Venezuela. An addi- 
tional 4% of the offering will go to 
support the ongoing work of the 
World Day of Prayer International 
Committee, which each year works 
with women in different countries in 
the preparation of service materials 
and resources. 

Call Crime Stoppers • 234-5555 • It Pays Rewards 

lata 


